Commissioning a Gospel Worker: A guide for presbyteries

1. Organise a service at the church where the GW will be commissioned to work. The presbytery can structure the service however they like according to the local context, as long as it contains the formal act of commissioning.

2. The formal act of commissioning is in 3 parts. The questions, a prayer, and a declaration of commissioning
a. The questions
 To the congregation:
· Do you, the members and adherents of this congregation, affirm the action of the Presbytery in appointing [insert name] as a Commissioned Gospel Worker among you, and do you promise to render him all due respect in the discharge of his ministry among you?
To the person being commissioned.
· Do you believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, the only rule of faith and practice?
· Do you own and accept the Westminster Confession of Faith read in the light of the Declaratory Statement, as an exhibition of the sense in which you understand the Holy Scriptures, and as an expression of your faith?
· Do you own and accept the presbyterian form of Church government as being founded on and agreeable to the Scriptures?
· Do you promise to seek the unity and peace of this church; to uphold and defend its doctrine, worship, government and discipline; and to demonstrate a Christ-like spirit toward all the followers of the Lord?
· Do you promise, depending on God’s grace, faithfully and prayerfully to fulfil all the duties of a Commissioned Gospel Worker, seeking in all things the advancement of the Kingdom of God?

b. The prayer (pray for the person being commissioned as appropriate)

c. The declaration of commissioning:
According to the rules of the General Assembly, and in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, the King and Head of the church, we now commission you to the work of pastoral ministry among the people of [insert name of congregation] and give you the right hand of fellowship. May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
